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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

GENERAL INFORMATION

Why record my deed?

The primary purpose of recording a deed is to give the public notice in whom the title of the property
resides. A secondary purpose is to provide authentic evidence of title in case the deed itself is lost or
unavailable. The Grantee, as a result of the recording of the deed, is protected against claims of the
grantor’s subsequent purchasers, mortgagees and creditors.

A deed is binding even if not recorded, but because of numerous reasons it is in your best interests to
record it. One good reason: the former owner can continue getting mortgages, judgments and suits
on your property since records in the Recorder of Deeds office would show he or she still owns it.

Can I prepare my own deed?

Yes, but you should consult with legal counsel or someone with expertise in this field such as an
Attorney, Real Estate Agent or Title Company. Employees of the Recorder of Deeds office may not
do this for you.

How far back do the records in this office go?
1878. Prior to this date Lackawanna County was part of Luzerne County.

How are documents stored in the Recorder of Deeds office?

All recorded documents are available on optical image as well as microfilm from 1878 to the present.
A duplicate copy of our microfilm is required to be stored off-site for security reasons and in the
event of a disaster.

How long will it take to have my original recorded document returned to me?

After your document is recorded it will be properly indexed. The indexing will be verified by our
staff. We are no longer preparing bound books, but all official recorded records are scanned to
optical image and then stored on microfilm. This process can at times take up to three weeks.

Can anyone look at my deed and mortgage?
Yes, all records in the Recorder of Deeds office are available for public inspection.

How can I get a copy of my deed or morigage?

You can come into our office during regular business hours and make a copy of your documents or
visit our website at www.lackawannacounty.org. Our copy fees are $0.50 per page in our office. If
you require a certified copy of your document there will be an additional fee of $2.00 per document
certification.






