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Lackawanna County Responds to Luzerne County on Baseball

Scranton, PA — Earlier today, the Lackawanna County Commissioners answered the complaint filed by Luzerne County
with a Counter-Claim, which calls on Luzerne County to reimburse the taxpayers of Lackawanna County for half of the
over $20 million expended by Lackawanna County taxpayers to keep Triple A baseball in Northeastern Pennsylvania over
the last 22 years.

The Lackawanna County Commissioners made the following comments:

“while Lackawanna and Luzerne taxpayers brought triple A baseball to NEPA through their initial investments, the
expenses associated with keeping baseball here since 1989 have been shouldered by Lackawanna County taxpayers.”

“The value of this franchise has been built upon the backs of Lackawanna County taxpayers, who have underwritten all
expenses since the inception of baseball. Our taxpayers’ investment is the singular reason for Triple A baseball remaining
in this region for the last 22 years.”

“We have been willing to underwrite these expenses because of the positive economic impact that haseball has had on
the region. However, enough is enough. We will not stand by while our friends in Luzerne County attempt to demand
the benefits of baseball while not accepting the burdens.”

“| uzerne County has rolled the dice and turned its back on a $2.5 million state assistance package, not including the $20
million stadium renovation funds, and guaranteed construction jobs for its residents in favor of a risky strategy that
guarantees nothing but protracted and expensive litigation.”

“\We intend to vigorously defend our taxpayers’ rights and fight the lawsuit filed by Luzerne County with all of the
resources at our disposal. We expect to be successful as this lawsuit plays out in the years to come.”

Michael J. Washo Corey D. O’Brien A.J. Munchak
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