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  Keeping You Informed and Ever at The ReadyPA             

PEMA’s Update on the Opioid Disaster Declaration and Opioid 

Operational Command Center to the County Emergency 

Management Coordinators and 9-1-1 Coordinators 
 

Most Recent Efforts 

• Governor Tom Wolf continued his 

administration’s fight against the opioid 

epidemic by unveiling the opioid data dash-

board. The opioid data dashboard focuses on 

data sets in the three main areas distinguished 

by Governor Wolf in his disaster declaration: 

prevention, rescue and treatment. It also 

shows data at the county-level. 
 

 

 

 

• Partner State agencies working on the opioid epidemic have been increasing efforts in the 

fight against prescription drug abuse in multiple areas, including numerous programs and 

initiatives: 

• Working with the legislature to establish a new law limiting the number of  

opioids that can be prescribed to a minor and to individuals discharged from 

emergency rooms to seven days 

• Strengthening the PDMP through the legislative process so that doctors are  

required and able to check the system each time they prescribe opioids and  

benzodiazepines 

• Forming new prescribing guidelines to help doctors who provide opioid 

prescriptions to their patients, including guidelines specific to orthopedics and 

sports medicine 

• Creating the warm handoff guideline to facilitate referrals from the emergency 

department to substance abuse treatment  

• Collaborate with the legislature to establish education curriculum on safe  

prescribing for medical schools 

• Awarding four $1 million grants for medication-assisted treatment using a hub 

and spoke model for Pennsylvanians who are uninsured, under -insured or have 

private insurance  
 

Resource Links 

FAQs: http://www.health.pa.gov/My%20Health/Emergency%20Medical%20Services/FAQ/

Documents/Naloxone%20FAQ%20approved%201.19.18.pdf  
 

EMS INFORMATION Bulletins (EMSIB): http://www.health.pa.gov/My%20Health/

Emergency%20Medical%20Services/EMS%20in%20PA/Pages/EMS-Information-

Bulletins.aspx#.WnNSYGQo6M8 
 

PA DDAP, Opioid/Heroin reversal (Naloxone): http://www.ddap.pa.gov/overdose/Pages/

Naloxone_Reversal.aspx 
 

PA Department of Health, Free Naloxone: http://www.health.pa.gov/Pages/

default.aspx#.WnOL8jgo7IU 

13 Initiatives  

(As directed in the Declaration) 

 

1. Opioid Operational 

Command Center 
 

 

 

2. Naloxone Leave Behind 

by EMS 
 

 

 

3. Allow Pharmacists to 

Partner with Other 

Organizations to Increase 

Access to Naloxone 
 

 

 

4. Expand access to PDMP 

and other Commonwealth 

Entities for Clinical 

Decision-Making Purposes 
 

 

 

5. Rescheduling of Fentanyl 

Derivatives to align with DEA 

schedule 
 

 

 

 

6. Add overdoses and NAS as 

reportable conditions in Title 

28, Chapter 27 
 

 

 

7. Waive the face to face 

physician requirement for 

NTP Admissions 
 

 

 

8. Authorize Emergency 

purchase under procurement 

code for long term hotline 

contract with current vendor 
 

 

 

9. Allow expansion of 

medication units for satellite 

NTPs 
 

 

 

10. Waive Annual Licensing 

Requirements for High 

Performing NTPs 
 

 

 

11. Streamline a pilot program 

using advanced body scanner 
 

 

 

12. Waive fees for birth 

certificates for individuals 

with OUD 
 

 

 

13. Waive separate licensing 

requirement for hospitals to 

expand access to drug and 

alcohol treatment 
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