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Wolf Administration Reminds Pennsylvanians of Food Assistance 
Programs and Resources, Encourages Volunteerism to Keep Life-

Sustaining Food Services Available 

Harrisburg, PA – The Wolf Administration today reminded Pennsylvanians of food 
assistance resources available and what actions it is taking to ensure access to food 
does not stop in spite of the COVID-19 mitigation efforts.  

“Life has slowed and it has changed, but it has not stopped for the millions of 
Pennsylvanians who depend on food assistance programs. We know that this pandemic 
has caused many people and families to find that they are suddenly food insecure and 
require assistance,” said Department of Human Services (DHS) Secretary Teresa 
Miller. “The Wolf Administration is doing everything it can to ensure that everyone’s food 
security needs in the commonwealth are met during this uncertain time.”  

Pennsylvanians who need help feeding themselves or their family should find and 
contact their local food bank or pantry through Feeding Pennsylvania and Hunger-Free 
Pennsylvania. 

DHS is continuing to process applications and benefit renewals for the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).  Emergency SNAP applications can be expedited 
and issued in five days. Pennsylvanians can apply for SNAP online at 
www.compass.state.pa.us. 

DHS will continue to process application and renewal benefits, so people should 
continue to send in paperwork as usual. But, for anyone currently on SNAP who misses 
a deadline, who is not able to submit the paperwork or complete an interview or provide 
verifications for any reason during this emergency, DHS will ensure their SNAP benefit 
continues. DHS submitted a waiver request to the federal Food and Nutrition Service 
(FNS) to ensure this continuity in benefits.  

The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture has provided resources for 
Pennsylvanians to access emergency food assistance during COVID-19 mitigation, 
including locations of food banks and food pantries that are assisting individuals and 
families during this time. And to ensure that food banks and community feeding 
organizations remain operable with healthy volunteers, the department provided 
guidance for ways to limit contact while providing their essential services. 

“Quite simply, no Pennsylvanian should ever go hungry. Especially during this disruptive 
time of COVID-19 mitigation efforts,” said Agriculture Secretary Redding. “We’ve 
worked hard to provide guidance to the agriculture industry to ensure that healthy food 
continues to flow to grocery stores and food banks; and guidance for those who 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVUgRHf2QaJ07KSqrhbCBBwKxr1zkxblXc4TGd8GuqMXNRNI_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2e2xBICk6Ia28WjNj9U9EVFupJw01dHw13y59NTwCxiXIv7F0FKVJ-2FjkcJ-2FT-2FIxfS-2Bj5NRNkrqxxtUmaOjZXI9xQeVXeMHAgCN7rlbzoBAEnjasNDUD94GPLwxUrCxtcU88lpnj-2BqpMh5CUqiijKeXqEkQC2z2TZWN9I-2BFfMxrrbsz9vEvVKNuFWhmkCrLmYfLLLGfw40jbtHkTvexzLHSME-2Ff0N5Krae-2BUw0bs7IuYFxICQFoIDGRzF7eehPsCT4w-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7Cd94f41e72205448ae41808d7cff792fa%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637206534547776901&sdata=ZzpbPwlw26r6Cv84Te6fHkAuYuYGhRlc7SXjNOzmcA4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUcKAt5-2Fsn0Rkq-2F8EpjPTsMAHIGy-2BbLlWTx3cV45SpmK5yB4_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2e2xBICk6Ia28WjNj9U9EVFupJw01dHw13y59NTwCxiXIv7F0FKVJ-2FjkcJ-2FT-2FIxfS-2Bj5NRNkrqxxtUmaOjZXI9x-2FHF5YYtZeOfFQe41I1mzqemMi4CI4gtbXWvddyPAIBdyru-2FksIwit3z0M-2BSb8DSwyUFQIzwAsuDX5Rv0vxhsrrnMXuozaYNbgyF7Frdh4Tbo5C9hPhwk6VW8HplPTJ-2BjTd7V8Onz1IL1SC30o0zh7S-2FE5NCYzXjzKaKdu9YTbbQ-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7Cd94f41e72205448ae41808d7cff792fa%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637206534547786857&sdata=ds%2F7XfMrNs9i5gXaBhQxYnGBQzU3oMdLg%2FWuDgf0V0s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUcKAt5-2Fsn0Rkq-2F8EpjPTsMAHIGy-2BbLlWTx3cV45SpmK5yB4_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2e2xBICk6Ia28WjNj9U9EVFupJw01dHw13y59NTwCxiXIv7F0FKVJ-2FjkcJ-2FT-2FIxfS-2Bj5NRNkrqxxtUmaOjZXI9x-2FHF5YYtZeOfFQe41I1mzqemMi4CI4gtbXWvddyPAIBdyru-2FksIwit3z0M-2BSb8DSwyUFQIzwAsuDX5Rv0vxhsrrnMXuozaYNbgyF7Frdh4Tbo5C9hPhwk6VW8HplPTJ-2BjTd7V8Onz1IL1SC30o0zh7S-2FE5NCYzXjzKaKdu9YTbbQ-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7Cd94f41e72205448ae41808d7cff792fa%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637206534547786857&sdata=ds%2F7XfMrNs9i5gXaBhQxYnGBQzU3oMdLg%2FWuDgf0V0s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DTeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9tzzE-2BxcMBZmqLx0yeT37mDapUE1dO8OgLK6F7Ymi9D3yS-M_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2e2xBICk6Ia28WjNj9U9EVFupJw01dHw13y59NTwCxiXIv7F0FKVJ-2FjkcJ-2FT-2FIxfS-2Bj5NRNkrqxxtUmaOjZXI9xHlKIiOhuwnBZVVi-2FiIFEHnaxVC33xXrCQQTYkdO3OctlyMaEEOf1h-2BLLKZi8XN7hC5aag9Wv-2FarSlmM8Izb40lj9qa8LWkYkxK4Dq-2FZ9V5OrpCfgy9lWjQpB9O5BCLGkBgF0wVUKhq7eFKduiJu84eN4acdhmw561GPfewPc380-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7Cd94f41e72205448ae41808d7cff792fa%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637206534547786857&sdata=HPJLaYmIhayoOzYyKwE%2F1b9Q2SrKiNBtwCQHX%2Fp1hU0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUX0AHQsjQCv1RBvqXBPFqtStJK5V89nMb-2BeQcf5-2BTOMYzfoMQSNG7uoL2XFwcLP47egiSJJuSa3WGc69r2c4dyI-3DQCig_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2e2xBICk6Ia28WjNj9U9EVFupJw01dHw13y59NTwCxiXIv7F0FKVJ-2FjkcJ-2FT-2FIxfS-2Bj5NRNkrqxxtUmaOjZXI9x6jVqAHAG3aw-2FnkeAxSCE-2FIIaTme1D3aM3WCO6c9yYkw-2F3cOgwSPvi16giMFK3TMl2CAt2w70pxepK5T-2BhXiQjJj2V4qhNAuTD6ONuk6t-2Bp7YvGcEnt-2BquXjevLljxr3HTRSPiH4OgsYK-2Fqci8WVYGyyUxiZPMqgvUTD3Fcll-2Bcc-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7Cd94f41e72205448ae41808d7cff792fa%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637206534547786857&sdata=YqVy%2BNeqz41SDm%2FByVahtVbwSuMRIMdZO5kumB%2FVKBc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUdYbNClJljiEld-2Fmi3PX2ckOFuJE43tu0zEydHKWR32iAQms3uJbaKQJY6aHhV8XsPE-2B9877qE5LUKxVoxNI2Wo-3DI9XR_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2e2xBICk6Ia28WjNj9U9EVFupJw01dHw13y59NTwCxiXIv7F0FKVJ-2FjkcJ-2FT-2FIxfS-2Bj5NRNkrqxxtUmaOjZXI9xhJZn-2BXB6Xm2y2kCwn2qLgOCasNOO-2BDYzlSVsMuRIwohKVxdsRm-2BuWGuViTjITostGQyluUiOL4-2FAk5CSVRDm60uOhHbT0rybyjLk0tCnHufOWWkWe7C-2FysIxeEYSl47atCiFNA6J8nkhGG1Yg8p7K1KCVS7ar5CgcGyqfgMxf3Y-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7Cd94f41e72205448ae41808d7cff792fa%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637206534547796816&sdata=juRYFWWWWWKOoxt5jSkH%2Fb7lQUhSbY03zoxES7%2B334E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUdYbNClJljiEld-2Fmi3PX2ckOFuJE43tu0zEydHKWR32iAQms3uJbaKQJY6aHhV8XsPE-2B9877qE5LUKxVoxNI2Wo-3DI9XR_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2e2xBICk6Ia28WjNj9U9EVFupJw01dHw13y59NTwCxiXIv7F0FKVJ-2FjkcJ-2FT-2FIxfS-2Bj5NRNkrqxxtUmaOjZXI9xhJZn-2BXB6Xm2y2kCwn2qLgOCasNOO-2BDYzlSVsMuRIwohKVxdsRm-2BuWGuViTjITostGQyluUiOL4-2FAk5CSVRDm60uOhHbT0rybyjLk0tCnHufOWWkWe7C-2FysIxeEYSl47atCiFNA6J8nkhGG1Yg8p7K1KCVS7ar5CgcGyqfgMxf3Y-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7Cd94f41e72205448ae41808d7cff792fa%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637206534547796816&sdata=juRYFWWWWWKOoxt5jSkH%2Fb7lQUhSbY03zoxES7%2B334E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUdYbNClJljiEld-2Fmi3PX2cm0RmPgF9-2F-2FnWLtrBvs-2B79JwNUQGSmwT2dEsr6jmZm6OAsAnHO0qrAN7QOR53VsEa3bHyJswnJaeOnB0I7iY4DATwteQuhKQN8Zxj-2FKkxKY3A-3D-3DdDa9_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2e2xBICk6Ia28WjNj9U9EVFupJw01dHw13y59NTwCxiXIv7F0FKVJ-2FjkcJ-2FT-2FIxfS-2Bj5NRNkrqxxtUmaOjZXI9x2Olax0yLJDHS4s5so82hJ5C57Zh5h43ovmapIscfpMrB823TD5LF2QmqHRuee8CPBsYlSlUiu8zgj9gbjyRDku5nr-2F-2FsW-2B-2BLA1M1FyOueuy5Yt4BHAWCdMWbgx3MMx0vblHiIsGAvTMtGYdETYB-2BN-2FGpnM4tx3wy3BOe-2B4AfaLo-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7Cd94f41e72205448ae41808d7cff792fa%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637206534547796816&sdata=T0bze6OU5Iw3Mcmm82lMB27EM74Qy1Ac%2BedbMn5kY%2BE%3D&reserved=0


volunteer their time at banks to do so safely, protecting their health and the health of 
those who come for assistance.”  

The Wolf Administration also asks that anyone who is healthy and able please consider 
volunteering with a local food bank or registering for the State Emergency Registry of 
Volunteers in Pennsylvania, as this time is creating an incredible strain on charitable 
organizations’ efforts. United Way of Pennsylvania’s 211 website is also compiling 
organizations that need volunteers or resources so their work can continue. 

Amidst Governor Wolf’s continued, aggressive mitigation efforts – including the state-
wide closure of non-life-sustaining businesses and the recent Stay at Home order 
issued for seven Pennsylvania counties – the work being done by our food banks and 
their volunteers is life-sustaining and must continue. The orders do not prohibit food 
banks and their volunteers from offering food services, nor do they prohibit school 
districts from offering food services to children during the statewide school closure. 
Schools and school districts may continue to bring in essential employees involved in 
the preparation and distribution of meals for children.  

The emergency Feeding Taskforce, which consists of state agencies, charitable food 
networks, food retailers, and other partners and stakeholders, is working to identify 
available resources and provide food and water to communities in need; including 
ensuring school age children, older adults and others experiencing food insecurity are 
provided with nourishing meals. 

Businesses who have resources to help feed and shelter Pennsylvanians in need are 
encouraged to fill out this survey to assist the task force as they look to direct resources. 
Any Pennsylvanian who is suddenly in need of food should complete this survey so the 
task force can better understand where resources should be directed. 

“We need to be sure our charitable food networks are able to continue their daily 
operations and meeting the need of their communities, so if you are healthy and able, 
please contact your local food bank to get involved and help you neighbors and 
community during this time of great need,” said Secretary Miller.  

Visit the PA Department of Health’s dedicated Coronavirus webpage for the most up-to-
date information regarding COVID-19. 

Guidance to DHS providers related to COVID-19 is available here. Information and 
guidance as it relates to agriculture during COVID-19 mitigation in Pennsylvania is 
available here. 
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