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Gov. Wolf: Federal Funding Available for COVID-19 Testing and 
Treatment for Uninsured Patients 

Harrisburg, PA – Governor Tom Wolf announced today that through the federal 
stimulus bills providers of COVID-19 testing and treatment services will be able to be 
reimbursed for providing those services to uninsured patients.  

“All Pennsylvanians should have access to necessary testing for COVID-19 and this 
federal funding will help eliminate any financial burden on those both providing and 
receiving tests,” Gov. Wolf said. 

The Department of Human Services (DHS) also reminded Pennsylvanians of the 
continued availability of health coverage through the state’s Medicaid program, known 
as Medical Assistance (MA), or the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).  

“We are also pleased to work with the federal government to ensure that people who 
are uninsured can receive COVID-19 testing and treatment without worrying about how 
to pay for it. No Pennsylvanian should forego medically-necessary testing for fear of 
what it might cost, and providers will be able to collect payment for testing and services 
directly from the federal government,” said DHS Secretary Teresa Miller. “Affordable 
health care and access to it is a necessity at all times, but it is especially vital during a 
health crisis. DHS is always working to make sure that people who need coverage to 
protect themselves and their children have it. I encourage anyone who may need 
coverage to apply for Medicaid or CHIP.” 

As part of the Family First Coronavirus Relief Act and CARES Act, the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services will provide reimbursement to health care providers 
generally at Medicare rates for testing uninsured individuals for COVID-19 and treating 
uninsured individuals with a COVID-19 diagnosis. Payments for uninsured individuals 
will be administered through the Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA). 

HRSA is accepting claims as of May 6 and will accept claims for services dating back to 
February 4, 2020. Providers should access the HRSA website at 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATURNYS-2BqSwGIEIC22odNr-2FAUsLAAtXjPtzD9SPW1HYfWjHAv1le-2BZj0Jd7Tw4hJ61X-2ByY-2FujY5jJfacRUvfaeCbafqfKcMxt1FushpuBbWfJjXceRhm-2BsVZJD67oUSiYyS4AwRUBLA9WkFfDHbe0QXZW4BjSO5utZpZ-2BN6YjlsNRIHf4o_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2enZ-2FRZt-2F5qNMDE-2BqSI94lpkvWhXSZRoc3otNYqzozNkuoONsYpThZ017J79Kf84ikj5tSTLGrD36SElcythW1sFhhvbMmViP-2FT1Chhu8JGcsEMixK94yIpYRZE-2FBkom5Id2jthLChq3R4rtBYfKw1d-2BToYRAGpKLXrNAstcApu-2B2-2FjQVE7UN6sQ-2Bgwbhs-2FhAVk-2BPWI4jPfk57zOZY9oAyuK6LkCIEg3hUGOykgFdLudNpDNL0hxWfCiTEOS09qBNE-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7Cd64780f8032540e4246708d7fb371ce1%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637254086437052752&sdata=76C98Ymae5coUpARORq8%2B9Hog75Ri9Kplzje2VEN6n0%3D&reserved=0


https://coviduninsuredclaim.linkhealth.com/ to learn what services are covered, 
determine who is eligible, submit claims, and find more information.  

COVID-19 testing is mandatory coverage for individual and marketplace insurance, 
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP. Pennsylvanians can apply online for both Medicaid and 
CHIP at www.compass.state.pa.us. Medicaid and CHIP enroll individuals throughout the 
year and do not have a limited or special enrollment time, so people needing health 
coverage can apply for these programs at any time. There are income limits for 
Medicaid, but no income limits for children to qualify for coverage through CHIP.   

"The Affordable Care Act has ensured that we have health insurance options available, 
even if people lose the coverage they currently have," Insurance Commissioner Jessica 
Altman said. "Individuals and families can sign-up for health coverage through the 
marketplace at healthcare.gov, outside of the annual open enrollment period, if they 
experience a life change that qualifies them from a Special Enrollment Period. These 
circumstances include the loss of health insurance provided by an employer, which 
many individuals may experience during the COVID-19 outbreak. There are several 
resources available for displaced employees during this difficult time, so I encourage 
those affected to reach out for guidance and assistance." 

The Pennsylvania Association of Community Health Centers (PACHC) offers free, 
personal, no pressure, no obligation, non-biased enrollment assistance. PACHC and its 
network of Community Health Centers are available to assist you in navigating and 
enrolling in the Health Insurance Marketplace, Medical Assistance (MA), Medicare and 
CHIP. Certified Exchange Assisters are available throughout Pennsylvania to help 
residents enroll in these programs.  

Pennsylvanians can find exchange assisters in their area here. Individuals can also 
search by using the find a health center page. Individuals with additional questions or in 
need of further assistance can contact the PACHC's Navigator Hub at 1-866-944-
CARE (2273). 

Visit pa.gov for a “Responding to COVID-19” guide or the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health’s dedicated Coronavirus webpage for the most up-to-date information regarding 
COVID-19. 

Guidance to DHS providers related to COVID-19 is available here.  
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