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Gov. Wolf: Pennsylvania Businesses Endorse Mask-Wearing to
Protect Employees, Customers, Communities
Harrisburg, PA – Multiple research studies indicate the efficacy of mask-wearing to
protect against the spread of COVID-19. Mask-wearing also has been called altruistic, a
way to increase our freedoms, and a simple kindness. Today, Governor Tom Wolf’s call
to wear masks has been endorsed by Pennsylvania businesses that see mask-wearing
as vital to protecting customers, employees, communities and their bottom lines.
“The COVID-19 guidance we provided to Pennsylvania businesses includes required
mask-wearing by all who enter a business – employees and customers – because we
know owners want to do all they can to protect those who help them maintain their
bottom line,” Gov. Wolf said. “I’m pleased that employers both large and small have
taken this guidance seriously and are joining me in a call to protect against the spread
of COVID-19.”
“The GIANT Company continues to take the necessary steps to keep our customers
and team members safe in the ongoing fight against the coronavirus – from requiring
team members to wear masks to checkstand partitions at registers, plus other social
distancing and strict sanitation protocols,” said president Nicholas Bertram. “Everyone
should continue to do their part as good neighbors to follow the mask-wearing guidance
put forth by Governor Wolf to protect each other and help stop the spread of the virus.”
“Businesses should model the importance of safety and precaution through their
practices -- including masks — to build customer trust and ultimately keep everyone
safe,” Mallory Fix Lopez, owner, On Point Bistro in South Philadelphia said. “This also
leads to more sustainable business. Safe employees mean a secure workforce.
Additionally, customers have faith they are safe when patronizing the business. The use
of masks is key to public health and business sustainability, and it’s essential that
businesses are actively supporting the use of masks."
“As a hair salon owner, the safety of my customers is important to me,” said
Georgeanne Huff-Labovitz, owner of Marie Huff Hairdressing in Tacony in NE

Philadelphia. “I am taking every effort to ensure their safety. Wearing a face covering
protects everyone and prevents the spread of COVID-19 and is a key part of safely
reopening my business and serving my customers.”
Gov. Wolf and Sec. of Health Dr. Rachel Levine made mask-wearing a requirement of
businesses with in-person operations via the secretary’s order that grants her this
authority granted by law.
The governor and secretary of Health’s business guidance centered around reopening
includes the mask-wearing requirement. The guidance states that businesses must
“Require all customers to wear masks while on the premises. Businesses that provide
medication, medical supplies or groceries must provide an alternate, no contact, means
of delivering goods for customers who cannot wear a mask. However, individuals who
cannot wear a mask due to a medical condition (including children under the age of 2
years per CDC guidance) may enter the premises and are not required to provide
documentation of such medical condition.”
Read more on Gov. Wolf’s Process to Reopen PA here.

