
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 1, 2020 

Department of Health Distributes Sixth Shipment of Drug to Help Treat 
COVID-19 Patients in Hospitals  

Harrisburg, PA – The Department of Health distributed the sixth shipment of the 
investigational antiviral medication, remdesivir, to treat patients in the hospital with 
COVID-19. Today, 3,162 doses of medication were sent to 80 hospitals. The federal 
government distributed the shipment to the department on Wednesday, July 1.  

“The department is working to give our hospitals every opportunity to treat patients with 
COVID-19,” Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine said. “It is important to note that 
there is limited information on the safety and effectiveness of using remdesivir to treat 
people in the hospital with COVID-19. However, it was shown in a clinical trial to shorten 
the recovery time in some people, which is why the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has authorized the emergency use of the medication for treatment.”  

The Department of Health first distributed 1,200 doses of the medication to 51 hospitals 
across Pennsylvania on May 12. A second round of 7,938 doses were sent to 79 
hospitals on May 15 and May 18, a third round of 8,928 doses was distributed to 81 
hospitals on May 22, a fourth round of 4,400 doses was distributed to 73 hospitals on 
June 3 and a fifth round of 4,788 doses was distributed to 82 hospitals on June 19.   

The hospitals that have received these shipments were determined based on the 
number and severity of COVID-19 patients at the hospital and the facility’s documented 
usage of previous rounds of remdesivir. The department will continue to work with our 
federal partners to acquire more doses of this medication to serve more patients across 
Pennsylvania. 

Remdesivir is given to a patient through an IV once per day for up to 10 days, 
depending on how critically ill the patient is. According to the FDA, remdesivir may help 
decrease the amount of coronavirus in your body, which may help you get better faster. 

Symptoms of COVID-19 can include: 

 Fever 
 Cough 
 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
 Diarrhea 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.pa.gov%2Ftopics%2FDocuments%2FDiseases%2520and%2520Conditions%2FRemdesivir%2520Allocation_07012020.xlsx&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1abc9f4a6b6846f4e42508d81df01e2e%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637292264590088912&sdata=DHhxAB1rQycM%2FheCedt2gD3XHdMHrX9vfPYgnoaHVmQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.pa.gov%2Ftopics%2FDocuments%2FDiseases%2520and%2520Conditions%2FSummary%2520of%2520Remdesivir%2520Allocation.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1abc9f4a6b6846f4e42508d81df01e2e%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637292264590098865&sdata=NZrtgpEAZIB%2FP%2Fko7vlsy5Uv40iZ%2FMMght%2BqrDB6HcU%3D&reserved=0


 Chills 
 Repeating shaking with chills 
 Muscle pain 
 Headache 
 Sore throat 
 New loss of taste or smell 

Symptoms may appear in as few as two days or as long as 14 days after exposure. 
Reported illnesses have ranged from people with little to no symptoms to people being 
severely ill and dying. 

As of 12:00 a.m., July 1, there were 87,242 positive cases of COVID-19 statewide in 67 
counties and 6,687 confirmed deaths. Most of the patients hospitalized are 65 or older, 
and most of the deaths have occurred in patients 65 and older. There have been no 
pediatric deaths to date. More data is available here. 

Pennsylvanians are reminded that mask-wearing is required when visiting businesses in 
both the yellow and green phases of reopening or in any setting outside the home 
where social distancing is difficult. Remember: My mask protects you; your mask 
protects me. 

For the latest information for individuals, families, businesses and schools, visit 
“Responding to COVID-19” on pa.gov. 

The Wolf Administration stresses the role Pennsylvanians play in helping to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19: 

 Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand sanitizer if 
soap and water are not available. 

 Cover any coughs or sneezes with your elbow, not your hands. 
 Clean surfaces frequently.  
 Stay home to avoid spreading COVID-19, especially if you are unwell. 
 If you must go out for a life-sustaining reason, please wear a mask.  

Updated Coronavirus Links: Press Releases, State Lab Photos, Graphics 

 Daily COVID-19 Report 
 Press releases regarding coronavirus 
 Latest information on the coronavirus 
 Photos of the state’s lab in Exton (for download and use) 
 Coronavirus and preparedness graphics (located at the bottom of the page) 
 Community preparedness and procedures materials 
 Map with the number of COVID-19 cases 

All Pennsylvania residents are encouraged to sign up for AlertPA, a text notification 
system for health, weather, and other important alerts like COVID-19 updates from 
commonwealth agencies. Residents can sign up online at 
www.ready.pa.gov/BeInformed/Signup-For-Alerts.  

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.pa.gov%2Ftopics%2Fdisease%2Fcoronavirus%2FPages%2FCoronavirus.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1abc9f4a6b6846f4e42508d81df01e2e%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637292264590098865&sdata=GJuszL7hw7Zc%2BdZEjtrgnfzrVCBBWBOk3OBYUITN0Yg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTMg0HpEZj7oyhW6OB8hB3wvrSAF3KqUXMg4rVwsWrP5HlJWF2Et6y-2FrzpzQ4FjkhA-3D-3D_Gx__u60k3jUCHU0nBHaDXeD-2BS-2FRNnjePLRLFszRLzigIuWxxqZ-2F430kswm-2B4qA3MiF4hzsCVUo-2F6Ycw-2F2cSE80u2i54dEmfoBSV8e3PEiMN8v4YUkTRFPt641DMm2PueofCC6oUjYnnvt4Z3Lt15KeFOYHJnMzcKHa3iB1-2FqvcXFlRDNzRkvgK0XfaIpxsUXnDITBPhspJT5RkA-2Fd6lHO67Bbtylf3HRtbMuQqaGc3sAOdzGnpyJWYwS2bvF6ExzOdkaYFTHLeshb3Hne4xNSkkmMnuDKuVISs-2FWs6Vmkhz22iMjIKVa3WAet2nK4UAbYu8JRkfxNJS8HTAkvhRlTVoU1hAvlBzrPGV0Ho6UJ8-2BoPvA-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1abc9f4a6b6846f4e42508d81df01e2e%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637292264590098865&sdata=IJSAmalOyPlWvsUmqks0yG6KWe08cuiC3HJEEI0S4c0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUc8LW1P3h5Dij4GX-2FunXd0LXYcyaLIs-2BIRLX3zoK6p7xSS-2FsW8M22AEyyzMqU9EpVRDmFI4yAuqHAipGUWJiV5PVZQxCOzta6Ke0CxPRKAQpoqhU_u60k3jUCHU0nBHaDXeD-2BS-2FRNnjePLRLFszRLzigIuWxxqZ-2F430kswm-2B4qA3MiF4hzsCVUo-2F6Ycw-2F2cSE80u2i54dEmfoBSV8e3PEiMN8v4YUkTRFPt641DMm2PueofCC6oUjYnnvt4Z3Lt15KeFOYHJnMzcKHa3iB1-2FqvcXFlRDNzRkvgK0XfaIpxsUXnDITLooMGRi5DlJQrRN5S-2FEqnphw4veditoJMSkXUoDlg9BYQeSOJiHxdsmXQDbQrAPJW4eLXqlILgvhNryaeju9A2ZylYc8-2BwkfNAsAWiUyuUbr-2Fej-2BrTpo5r-2BEtHbU-2F7l2ClxVWs4Be-2BSTJnyYKY2hniLJuAoqRS-2BU4g8Q9c4k47g-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1abc9f4a6b6846f4e42508d81df01e2e%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637292264590108819&sdata=6F3E9VFZXaj3%2BeENquLDP%2B%2BIRv1i8WrsVpadiBkOspo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUX0AHQsjQCv1RBvqXBPFqtRXg6y83juTyC5L-2Bkwy1hY0vdiPlE4pebdCpHU-2B2rgA2Q-3D-3DCflM_u60k3jUCHU0nBHaDXeD-2BS-2FRNnjePLRLFszRLzigIuWxxqZ-2F430kswm-2B4qA3MiF4hzsCVUo-2F6Ycw-2F2cSE80u2i54dEmfoBSV8e3PEiMN8v4YUkTRFPt641DMm2PueofCC6oUjYnnvt4Z3Lt15KeFOYHJnMzcKHa3iB1-2FqvcXFlRDNzRkvgK0XfaIpxsUXnDITODm6REIvNV-2Bzw-2BgpsMYkieCn3Kn1IfLItua0Oy3GGlaTrMhATptU7yf6rK-2FVXu4r5UNGO-2BhRyYzwvPJeDh1bvRjaxgw3PUO5g19gqkq-2B7IC1TzrbZQ-2BaIsSckV5OqpUp-2BxpGexgD2LlUFqwnIu7FuIg-2F40AVdc4xyBBSRtLfnOQ-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1abc9f4a6b6846f4e42508d81df01e2e%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637292264590108819&sdata=uyPZMpOnTnZxsDRzeIUBauk6AQpxO4fmQWJ0BA5tktE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUc8LW1P3h5Dij4GX-2FunXd0LXYcyaLIs-2BIRLX3zoK6p7xSS-2FsW8M22AEyyzMqU9EpVRDmFI4yAuqHAipGUWJiV5PVZQxCOzta6Ke0CxPRKAQp3EYj_u60k3jUCHU0nBHaDXeD-2BS-2FRNnjePLRLFszRLzigIuWxxqZ-2F430kswm-2B4qA3MiF4hzsCVUo-2F6Ycw-2F2cSE80u2i54dEmfoBSV8e3PEiMN8v4YUkTRFPt641DMm2PueofCC6oUjYnnvt4Z3Lt15KeFOYHJnMzcKHa3iB1-2FqvcXFlRDNzRkvgK0XfaIpxsUXnDITlrUcYi4WPDTdgSxs4dOU7WOsqHwe9J47AmMZObb9zF30-2BLToRQoUQcl7VdnmAKwuHz-2BMCe23SvY6X0ODlAG1UWgEiSFWIVOwg4JQTgjo1DfGTqcmz-2B1jTT0k99xJiuDiTP9cCMOveNE-2Fvhbl5-2F383ivWBFrACMU4gTVzcq76tis-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1abc9f4a6b6846f4e42508d81df01e2e%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637292264590118784&sdata=15uF2nu1KU2e7y52L6tZVMKzMbbP6zoV8eA9mWREvGo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUYQd1lZ4XSq6Wy3iM1Apz8YP6FKOP6doXoLaYZJQLz0xnKw5FgaJ11NhPYQyoK1akk3wkhzEGEY0h7xZT6dAW6U-3DPehw_u60k3jUCHU0nBHaDXeD-2BS-2FRNnjePLRLFszRLzigIuWxxqZ-2F430kswm-2B4qA3MiF4hzsCVUo-2F6Ycw-2F2cSE80u2i54dEmfoBSV8e3PEiMN8v4YUkTRFPt641DMm2PueofCC6oUjYnnvt4Z3Lt15KeFOYHJnMzcKHa3iB1-2FqvcXFlRDNzRkvgK0XfaIpxsUXnDITaF4UNguCYnk6BRx9HS2FX60fDDi6Su1UOkSDuoP7Yrveh0h0FpxBFc5dIaXCllSbd2oXDnbP1ZZdaw0vfY5pImxZ-2BHz5-2FaklT7I8ODVi5F-2BLy07Mq8fQpVSxCWiqud-2F8jSKxHQefJ69hdDgcTkGTV6W84WUAHFKUvDqyz9RfwzA-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1abc9f4a6b6846f4e42508d81df01e2e%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637292264590118784&sdata=dnJCS00v5Z8KaPlnrEgrWsM5esvUZ3NXKU5ctHLcmfY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUc8LW1P3h5Dij4GX-2FunXd0LXYcyaLIs-2BIRLX3zoK6p7xSS-2FsW8M22AEyyzMqU9EpVcMd7oT5FaT4Gn0s9tQiFaPBCHku7jQgXe2NTsowM9-2B-2F_C1-_u60k3jUCHU0nBHaDXeD-2BS-2FRNnjePLRLFszRLzigIuWxxqZ-2F430kswm-2B4qA3MiF4hzsCVUo-2F6Ycw-2F2cSE80u2i54dEmfoBSV8e3PEiMN8v4YUkTRFPt641DMm2PueofCC6oUjYnnvt4Z3Lt15KeFOYHJnMzcKHa3iB1-2FqvcXFlRDNzRkvgK0XfaIpxsUXnDITflfkiuF06zFcs2e5WeIGg8apVT6zipBpYak5uE3iYIbZ3jSNMoMn9oHIjut-2Fk3x5XWlW44MvAEKu9dkDtSFqkxzKrQNXHLGwDrOOpWlhjs3JUKPzB07FinF-2F7ZBIjnwH75qnTiGDuUvnuCsVmubIoYQ2P-2F0dXnkBUGD9qiFwRKI-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1abc9f4a6b6846f4e42508d81df01e2e%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637292264590128738&sdata=42awOrrhD8MrGo%2B%2FGeAihYEPUnj2u2jD48V7w3OZmuk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATURTKdIEC9ItrFoqh6lMosKvxG3TKX5e-2FBgpsqd1JKRH6VZod_u60k3jUCHU0nBHaDXeD-2BS-2FRNnjePLRLFszRLzigIuWxxqZ-2F430kswm-2B4qA3MiF4hzsCVUo-2F6Ycw-2F2cSE80u2i54dEmfoBSV8e3PEiMN8v4YUkTRFPt641DMm2PueofCC6oUjYnnvt4Z3Lt15KeFOYHJnMzcKHa3iB1-2FqvcXFlRDNzRkvgK0XfaIpxsUXnDITRibpuDE4-2B-2Fj66-2BvkE3JtWVH-2FaIpecI73mzPO1C-2BP2dBBPQ93haPxMNx5zD4tCjYlJHpyb61n5-2ByW1e6W6iULeOZa3DTM4rl-2Bk-2BFfmTt7W6zDO87aB0qDoA-2Fh7VRo-2BfZz-2BHxSK3rfMDtTWCQS3jxr5cJk3o1gOO2l3fVdjNVgK7E-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1abc9f4a6b6846f4e42508d81df01e2e%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637292264590128738&sdata=28puw08wIEpM6BIbbEbymyOT8T75oUPmKKlFiqZ5FVQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUeFIXaOPt55zXBicL4z5JSVUoNJ5PrYe6YeFuIsx5CacB-2BdYPqEkY3a8wkNWSSDDjTYyRK3UnnLRPadp8AE7p6IHiP4PtgVjbGss4MM-2FyXf7WN3R_u60k3jUCHU0nBHaDXeD-2BS-2FRNnjePLRLFszRLzigIuWxxqZ-2F430kswm-2B4qA3MiF4hzsCVUo-2F6Ycw-2F2cSE80u2i54dEmfoBSV8e3PEiMN8v4YUkTRFPt641DMm2PueofCC6oUjYnnvt4Z3Lt15KeFOYHJnMzcKHa3iB1-2FqvcXFlRDNzRkvgK0XfaIpxsUXnDIT6N4ZSyWbZzq6cDCz2b8f0nRiyHke4NhQVM-2Bb5Byc90NsTutId-2FSv8-2FdqTJbqHSg385RYfGygHUXzpU1g-2Bl7Sf2vbjedLzbS8Ny5yPhCEVm762-2FdGXK2nq6gNE-2BOylk7gex-2FDVF2iDTE4gzN0QEDFibzJ1H3Q-2BvBYFpXkTkjJCak-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1abc9f4a6b6846f4e42508d81df01e2e%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637292264590138690&sdata=E7DfA6Yy5QednE9%2BLPASgBzSnPa%2BAN6AfFVyd5PaqzI%3D&reserved=0
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