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12 Months Remaining Until Full REAL ID Enforcement Deadline

DHS Enforcing Critical Identification Requirements to Protect the Homeland

WASHINGTON - The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is reminding
Americans that only 12 months remain until the October 1, 2021 REAL ID enforcement
goes into effect. On October 1, 2021, individuals seeking to enter federal facilities,
nuclear power plants, or commercial airplanes at federally regulated airports will be
required to have a REAL ID compliant license or acceptable alternative identification,
such as a U.S. passport or passport card, to gain entry. DHS continues to urge
Americans to obtain a REAL ID-compliant card or acceptable alternative well before
this deadline.

All 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S Virgin Islands, and Guam
are fully compliant and are issuing these cards. To date, the states and territories have
issued approximately 110 million REAL ID-compliant driver’s licenses and
identification cards, representing 40 percent of all driver’s licenses and identification
card holders.

Having improved credentials is critical to the security of our homeland as evidenced
by the bipartisan 9/11 Commission, which discovered that terrorists easily procured
driver’s licenses. The nineteen terrorists who attacked our country on 9/11 acquired
more than 30 driver’s licenses and identification cards, which helped the terrorists
conduct critical aspects of their plot, such as renting cars and boarding flights. Passed
by Congress in 2005 following a 9/11 Commission recommendation, the REAL ID Act
and regulations establish minimum security standards for state-issued driver’s licenses
and identification cards and prohibits federal agencies, like the Transportation
Security Administration, from accepting licenses and identification cards for official
purposes from states that do not meet these anti-counterfeiting and anti-fraud
standards after specific deadlines.

To avoid confusion regarding the REAL ID Act requirements and enforcement
milestones, residents can use the following guidelines to be fully informed and
prepared.

e Check your state-issued driver’s license or identification card for the
star. REAL ID-compliant cards have a star marking in the upper left- or right-
hand corner. Most acceptable alternatives, such as state-issued Enhanced
Driver’s Licenses (EDLs), which are available in five states and can be used for
entering the U.S. at land and sea border crossings, do not have the star, but are



acceptable for official REAL ID purposes. For more information on EDLs,
please go to www.dhs.gov/enhanced-drivers-licenses-what-are-they.

Bring identity documents to the airport that are acceptable for flying
domestically. Check to see if you have the proper identification to fly at
tsa.gov /travel/security-screening/identification. TSA’s website has a list of
acceptable forms of identification that individuals may use to verify their
identity at the screening checkpoint. If you need to obtain a new form of ID,
please allow sufficient processing time before you travel. For example, the
current processing times for U.S. passports are approximately 10 weeks for
routine service and two to three weeks for expedited service.

Check in advance with the federal agency you plan to visit to find out
whether identification is required, and if so, what types of identity
documents are acceptable. While most Federal agencies will continue to accept
non-compliant driver’s licenses and identification cards until the enforcement
deadline of October 1, 2021, some - like Department of Defense facilities and
posts — may no longer accept them.

Read answers to REAL ID frequently asked questions at www.dhs.gov/real-
id-public-fags.

Connect with DHS:
Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | LinkedIn | Flickr | YouTube

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
www.dhs.gov


https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Z1VtQRw-w-YZ4fJx-nbB5v3Z8yIl5ncX0cS407M6vDU%2Fs%2F432745974%2Fbr%2F86225305196-l&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1cf8b2ca85154490310808d866140b4d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637371583589071171&sdata=D9EyzqUrfG0QG59Ynb1BgEfYfuNrl%2FrreHNwzoiCmIM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..hIgT8kd-O0IPFtynjbVMFaneoIF9j1UoWEryCiJOI10%2Fs%2F432745974%2Fbr%2F86225305196-l&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1cf8b2ca85154490310808d866140b4d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637371583589081127&sdata=mn1pU2HXys8XiRN1rt%2FUVieo2QzKt6GsyDTE8jdS8Oo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwMzE2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURJc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1ERXdNREV1TWpnd01qZ3pPREVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd09pOHZkM2QzTG1Sb2N5NW5iM1l2Y21WaGJDMXBaQzF3ZFdKc2FXTXRabUZ4Y3lKOS5uOGU5dkFKM0t5c3doNlRMeGU3S2hLdjNRYUVibWZYWV9tTl9GMzBiUDJZL3MvODE1ODY5NC9ici84NjIyMTE5MzkyNC1sIn0.GfnE2-2no1uX_29jzyoxgMksComBXrWPpw5vHjjaUKk%2Fs%2F432745974%2Fbr%2F86225305196-l&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1cf8b2ca85154490310808d866140b4d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637371583589081127&sdata=g1%2FV9uU%2Bg3akOwjn%2BhF8XZ%2FZHsNu4nIpNh2GY3MZ3LI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwMzE2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURJc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1ERXdNREV1TWpnd01qZ3pPREVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd09pOHZkM2QzTG1Sb2N5NW5iM1l2Y21WaGJDMXBaQzF3ZFdKc2FXTXRabUZ4Y3lKOS5uOGU5dkFKM0t5c3doNlRMeGU3S2hLdjNRYUVibWZYWV9tTl9GMzBiUDJZL3MvODE1ODY5NC9ici84NjIyMTE5MzkyNC1sIn0.GfnE2-2no1uX_29jzyoxgMksComBXrWPpw5vHjjaUKk%2Fs%2F432745974%2Fbr%2F86225305196-l&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1cf8b2ca85154490310808d866140b4d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637371583589081127&sdata=g1%2FV9uU%2Bg3akOwjn%2BhF8XZ%2FZHsNu4nIpNh2GY3MZ3LI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwMzE2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuZ292L2ZhY2Vib29rP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249ZGhzZ292In0.V9q99tpZIk5xdXz7lPt-BGeNqDQ-oaY8rIsrfFkHzIc%2Fs%2F432745974%2Fbr%2F86225305196-l&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1cf8b2ca85154490310808d866140b4d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637371583589101020&sdata=X4dOtKWpmaEiDCBXcZHQegjls6q0vdPrZah5j9QaqRQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwMzE2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuZ292L3R3aXR0ZXI_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1kaHNnb3YifQ.7PQT_FEjVJt3DDpQ10E_B1jhOWcezYr7AtjfiRSmNXY%2Fs%2F432745974%2Fbr%2F86225305196-l&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1cf8b2ca85154490310808d866140b4d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637371583589110973&sdata=AgVPVhOktQn2w5bE2qGN5N3Rv1G9bOsy2frQaASbyug%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwMzE2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuZ292L2luc3RhZ3JhbT91dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWRoc2dvdiJ9.V1pPj3E7JheVkJRI7wz-Pq4jPiUXlq1lYdzMnoTWG-8%2Fs%2F432745974%2Fbr%2F86225305196-l&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1cf8b2ca85154490310808d866140b4d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637371583589110973&sdata=vxkUhGQl6HpZoavRFzCXNsuRjBbKhyrx9pLmAa4Vy9U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwMzE2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuZ292L2xpbmtlZGluP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249ZGhzZ292In0.lSP3DXNf9wbOMAiBVOb_suEFeuzSV4oJThb553P4dyo%2Fs%2F432745974%2Fbr%2F86225305196-l&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1cf8b2ca85154490310808d866140b4d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637371583589120933&sdata=UsH7xVMjUuP2kq0AybyHy4swnhmmSr4skQyK6ke8w0s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwMzE2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuZ292L2ZsaWNrcj91dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWRoc2dvdiJ9.JFfsTtuShXESNb874bvfWdUscKdo80Aw8bVjQ3pmNTM%2Fs%2F432745974%2Fbr%2F86225305196-l&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1cf8b2ca85154490310808d866140b4d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637371583589120933&sdata=G%2FluaGNeANhz5T9iuZYuCjvnu75uxdeczXhPJd09o94%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwMzE2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuZ292L3lvdXR1YmU_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1kaHNnb3YifQ.Q89o0J8H3X9YfXvsEQ3FPieTctvRFBB6g4qFtq5QSAg%2Fs%2F432745974%2Fbr%2F86225305196-l&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1cf8b2ca85154490310808d866140b4d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637371583589120933&sdata=Tug%2FkOvWICFu%2B6E3KvfIzyD%2FKtAwteP5FbLsyFjeOMA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwMzE2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuZ292In0.lETz0awanomcUU1rzReF8vbuNdQbj_a06jT-m5PlVds%2Fs%2F432745974%2Fbr%2F86225305196-l&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C1cf8b2ca85154490310808d866140b4d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637371583589130908&sdata=MAbqa%2F2UbK4AzN5qK2pLBpaFuOmTLdWt%2B4%2BNgGJZmj4%3D&reserved=0

